Tours for Manchester
General tours:

 Manchester Uncovered;
                                           This tour cherry picks its way through the city, unveiling its hidden gems; its architectural and historic past, its politics, its famous men and women. From medieval times to the present, from Engels and Marx through to Tony Wilson, from cathedral to the latest Simpson icon, it is a feast of Manchester’s greatest. It is a must for anyone who lives in the city.
Northern Quarter;
Radical Manchester’s spirit lives on in the Northern quarter, its music, its fashion, its breweries its clubs and its art. The Northern Quarter is where the vibrant spirit of the city thrives. Like a visit to a Vieux Quartier, this tour winds its way through the once forgotten, now pulsating heart of this most colourful epicentre.
Salford Quays/Media City
Closed in 1982 then completely transformed, the docks are now one of THE places to visit in the city. See the “Theatre of Dreams”, visit the largest collection of Lowry paintings in the world, plunge into Manchester’s wartime past in the Imperial War Museum North, see the theatres, the galleries the vistas, look out over the entire city and region northwest from the viewing tower and if this wasn’t enough look at the new “Media City” being built before your very eyes. This tour is an orgy of great architecture, great events and great culture. It is a view into the exciting present and future of a place that is firmly in the modern world.
Gothic Manchester:
From the glories of the Town Hall, Manchester’s municipal cathedral, past the John Ryland’s Library, Manchester’s temple to knowledge, to the glories of Manchester’s actual Cathedral, this tour explores these outstanding structures and the treasures within them. Discover the secrets in the cathedral, the mysteries in John Ryland’s and conclude outside Waterhouse’s magnificent Victorian palace; the town hall.



Performing Arts:

Walk the Boards Theatre walk;
Trace the history of Manchester’s theatrical past and present; its famous names, famous buildings, famous plays. Relive the lives and tragedies of both the performers and the companies. See the evolution of entertainment in the city from the very first play to the modern west end, from vagabonds to celebrities.   
Fac 51 Music walk
A must for anyone interested in music, this tour visits the shrines of Manchester’s best, the stories, the visions the heart of the music scene of this most famous city. Look into what helped Manchester become a centre that attracted bands and fans from across the world to experience a second summer of love.

Architecture:
21st century Manchester the birth of cool
Sleek and chic, bold and breaking the new frontier. Manchester is the 21st century city with all the ingredients of the modern international player. Be genuinely surprised at how much of the city is brand new see how old and new integrate as the city embraces the future.
Architecture Revealed
From elegant Classical to Renaissance splendour, from glorious Gothic to the magnificence of the palazzo, join this tour and see everything from the Athens of the north to the soaring skyscrapers of the modern 
Art walks:
Lowry walk
Famously quoted as saying “I only paint what I see, you know” this tour takes you into the heart of L S Lowry’s visual inner and outer world.   Relive the route of the shy rent collector, a landscape many understand to be the industrial north but few know where it starts or finishes. Capture that legacy of Manchester that formidably implanted itself on Lowry’s imagination, revisit places where he stood and either absorbed or actually copied. Explore the images and psychology of the man and the city that helped create him.  



Adolphe Valette –Manchester’s Impressionist
Forgotten or even unknown for years, Valette is now recognised as one of Manchester’s outstanding Art treasures. This tour takes you to the spots in the city where Valette taught and painted; it explores the different aspects of Impressionism seen through a Manchester eye, and continues into Manchester Art Gallery where a large collection of Valette’s work stands. Explore the clouded spires, the reflections in the water, the atmospheres and passing moments of an Edwardian jewel. On this tour you can experience both painting and real subject in a uniquely hands on Manchester experience only matched by a trip to Monet’s garden itself.

Pop Art to Picasso
Trace a history of the Art of Manchester from the Pre-Raphaelites to the Impressionists, the work of L S Lowry to the Street sculpture of George Wylie. See the influence of Any Warhol in the poster designs of Peter Saville and look at urban art on the streets of the Northern Quarter. See how Picasso and Salvador Dali influenced the sculpture outside the city or where Mondrian and Robert Venturi left their legacy on the architecture of the centre.
The Pre-Raphaelite Brotherhood
View the extensive collection of work in the Gallery, see how this work mirrors the politics and social changes taking place in the Victorian age, examine paintings in detail and the men who created them. Look behind the creators to their often complicated domestic lives, see the world through the Pre-Raphaelite women, see Manchester changing from mill town to international centre. Then conclude the walk under the 12 murals of Ford Maddox Brown Manchester’s Michelangelo. 





Historical Walks: 

Politics and poverty; Social and Industrial tour
This tour revisits the politics, the poverty, and the reality of what it was to be working class in 19th century Manchester. Starting at the library where Engels worked past the cholera pits, the markets, the mills, the housing, it uncovers the dark firmament of those satanic hills so often sung about. Reliving the lives of those unfortunate thousands where they actually lived and worked, this tour is a must for anyone interested in history, it is a legacy that should never be forgotten. 

Manchester; the radical outlook
Manchester, a cauldron of ideas, a shock city, a firmament of political power, a spawning ground for chartists, communists, suffragettes, Jacobites, Fenians, socialists, capitalists, philanthropists, the very home of radical journalism. Stand under the shrines; relive the betrayals the social conditions, the campaigns where so many of today’s modern political ideas were created. This is not just a city with a new conference centre it is a city birthed in political strife. As you revisit Peterloo, the sites of Plug plots, cotton famines, suffragette rallies as you stand under Lincoln’s statue, or next to Cobden, Bright, Owen, Engels see how the map of today’s political landscape was drawn in this most special place. Have your opinions turned inside out on the very spots history was made

Peterloo
Relive this epic day step by step. Go back in time on the very streets of this most Mancunian of outrages. Start with the politics, the characters and the day’s events; the charge, the victims and the bloodstained streets then finish with the legacy outside the Free Trade Hall. See how government betrayed the working classes, how their neighbours betrayed them, and how privilege and power tried to cover up the day and the men and women who took part. 



Castlefield
The Romans were here first then the world turned upside down as the industrial revolution poured into the city. Explore Castlefied’s rich past and present, now the epicentre of historical Manchester where rail, canal, bridge, railway line and museum create a visible reminder of where the city grew from. Then see how the city has transformed the area into one of the sought after living centre’s and one of the best nights out in town. 

Rochdale Explorer
Know your town; relive Rochdale’s industrial past, its history and famous characters; the vision of the Pioneers, the independence of its political giants, the squalor of its working poor. Jacobites, Chartists and Liberals, hangmen, murderers and celebrities learn of the men and women who made this fiercely independent town. Start at the Station but finish in the eerie calm of Rochdale’s Quaker burial ground.

